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Student Summer Travel 
Opportunities 

 
The IB program is offering two 
trips this summer that are open to 
all IB students. 

Ms. Ward and Catherine Bedard will be leading a 
three week trip to France. 
Rory Foster, from Common Ground International, 
will be taking the students back to Costa Rica for 
two weeks.  
Go to www.georgeib.com to find out more. Click on 
the travel icon. 
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Volunteers are needed to 
assist in providing items for 
the salad bar, as well as 
setup, serving and clean up. 
Please contact April or 
Leslie if you can help.   
April Pluss :  aprilpluss@yahoo.com  
Leslie Lilly:  snillow@comcast.net�

 
 
 
 
 
 

IB WELCOME FEST  
TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 5:30-7:00 PM 

 
The IB Parent Association is pleased to announce 
the 2009 IB Welcome Fest, to be held on Tuesday, 
March 10th at George.  This annual event 
highlights the extracurricular involvements of 
current IB students.  Our students generously 
showcase their many talents, activities, and 
interests for the benefit of students who have been 
accepted to the IB program for the 2009-2010 
school year.  All prospective IB students and their 
parents have been invited to attend this unique 
opportunity to wander among IB students 
displaying and talking about their involvement in 
sports, clubs, art, drama, and more.   
 
Please encourage your current IB student to 
participate.  Our students are GWIB’s best 
advertisement. 
 
Parent volunteers are also needed to help staff the 
event and/or to provide baked goods.  We are also 
looking for parents who would like to co-chair the 
committee next year.  Please email Pam Wakefield 
at pamwakefield@msn.com  to volunteer. 
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Teacher Appreciation Committee Update 
 
 

The teacher appreciation committee, chaired by April Pluss, has been busy this year.  They have already 
organized two school wide teacher appreciation events and helped organize monthly IB teacher appreciation 
events.   
 
To all those who lent a helping hand at the December Teacher Appreciation Breakfast: 
 
Mary Maguire, Karen Okamoto, Ann McIntyre, Andrea Morgan, Heather Tudhope, Deb Fisher, 
Nikki Raschbacher, Amy Van Vranken, Melissa Aragon, Julie Lays, Joni Darr, Marcie Cornish, Rita 
Gibson, Elizabeth Frank, Lissa Haddox, Kendra Black and any others I may have neglected to 
mention -- I am sorry!!  Thank you to everyone of you for helping to make this such a terrific event!! 
 
Upcoming Teacher Appreciation Events  
 
Our IB teachers and staff go far above and beyond the call of duty on our kid’s behalf.  We want them to 
know how much we appreciate the time, energy and talents they give our kids every day.  We only have 
three more months left of school, but there is still time to show how much you care.   
 
The committee has two more school wide events planned.  A salad bar is scheduled for March 13th and a 
lunch, sponsored by Chipotle, is scheduled for May 5th.   We sure could use a few helpers for the 
March 13th salad bar. Please email April, Leslie or Suzi if you would like to help. 
 
 Sayeeda Ghani has volunteered to prepare a traditional Indian meal for the IB staff during the month of 
April.  This is the 3rd year Sayeeda has done this and the staff can’t wait.  
 
How You Can Help 
 
You can help by: 

·  Offering to prepare, buy or collect treats for the IB teachers and staff in March or May.  In the past, 
families have made treat bags, provided breakfast, lunch or brought snacks for a staff meeting.   

·  Donating paper goods. To make planning easier, paper goods are always stocked in the volunteer 
office.  You can do this on your own, or get a few of your friends to do it with you.  

·  Committing to set up, serve or clean up. You can assist with the March or May school wide events.  
Parents are always needed to help set up, serve and clean up.  This is a great opportunity to get to 
know the teachers. 

 
 If you would like to help in any way, please contact one of the following: 
 

April Pluss : aprilpluss@yahoo.com  
Leslie Lilly: snillow@comcast.net 
Suzanne Geimer:  Suzanne_geimer@dpsk12.org  
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Arielle Finegold Performs with  
the All-State Choir 

 

 
 
This fall, IB senior Arielle Finegold was the first 
GW student in many years to successfully audition 
for the Colorado All-State Women’s Choir.  
Applicants were judged on their vocal 
musicianship in four areas (solo, tone, recall, and 
sight reading) and competition was stiff.  Once 
granted a place in the choir, Arielle worked with 
GW Choir Director, Ms. Colley, to learn the 
challenging choral selections for this year’s 
performance.  Their efforts came to fruition when 
Arielle passed the second audition at CSU and then 
worked with the full Women’s Choir to prepare for 
their February performance at CSU’s Lincoln 
Center.  A sample of the astonishing quality of the 
choir can be found online at 
http://video.aol.com/video-detail/colorado-all-
state-womens-choir-
2009/288230386349647624/?icid=VIDURVMUS
01  
Congratulations to Arielle and to Ms. Colley on a 
job very, very well done! 
 
�

The George Washington  
Micro-financing Club 

 
The George Washington Micro-Financing Club is 
a club founded with the desire to help the world’s 
poor succeed in the modern world. 965 of the 
world’s wealth is in the hands of 40% of its 
population, while the remaining 60% are left with 

only 4% of all the wealth in the world.  We can 
change this. 
 
Inspired by Muhammad Yunus’ Grameen Bank, 
the Micro-financing Club seeks to contribute to the 
end of poverty and the rise of a socially conscious 
capitalist future among the ranks of the world’s 
poorest.  By making small loans to entrepreneurs 
in developing countries through the Kiva 
Organization, the George Washington Micro-
financing Club will help young businesses around 
the world to become competitors and supporters in 
their community. 
 
The Micro-financing Club is sponsored by Dr. 
More and meets every Thursday after school in 
room 204. If you have any questions about the 
club or how you can contribute, please contact 
Patrick Lofgren  at p.Lofgren@mac.com. 
 
 

Senior Awarded Scholarship 
�

�
�

Luc Raschbacher (senior) has been awarded the 
Student Youth Travel Association Youth 

Foundation Ripley Hunter Scholarship. He was 
sponsored by Elizabeth Ward. His award winning 

essay, "Evolution", related what he gained from his 
travel experience. His essay recounted his first trip 

to France and Basque country through "Young 
Ambassadors to France and Spain" led by Ms. 

Ward and Catherine Bedard in June 2007.
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Congratulations Model UN  
 

 
 
Congratulations to the Model UN team for their 
wonderful performance at the North American 
Invitational Model United Nations (NAIMUN) in 
Washington DC.  Thirteen students participated in 
the conference. 
 

The following represented Libya in the General 
Assembly (150+ countries/delegations): 
Amie Kashon and Maddie Wolberg in the First 
Committee,  Disarmament and International 
Security -- honorable mention (equivalent to 3rd 
place); Angela Bae and Taylor Webster in the 
Third Committee, Social, Humanitarian and 
Cultural; D.J. Mares and Briton Mitchell  in the 
Fourth Committee, Special Political and 
Decolonization -- honorable mention; Chris 
Lowe and Ryan Stroud in the Sixth Committee 
which is Legal; and Erik Morrison  and Will 
Paces in the United Nations Special Summit on 
World Food Prices.  Nate Austin represented 
Cyprus in the European Union.  Patrick Lofgren  
was a judge and defense attorney in the 
International Military Tribunal on the My Lai 
massacre in Vietnam. 

Emily Peterson represented 
Africa in the Senatus 
Populusque Romanus: (Roman 
Senate 49 BC) --honorable 
mention. 
The students were simply 
wonderful on the trip.  What a 
superb bunch of young men and 
women.  I am very proud of 

them.      
      
 ~  by Leslie Whitty 
 

Landscape Committee News 
 

The North Side Redesign 
Project is moving ahead now 
that we have an initial bid for the 
work!  A number of inventive 
student suggestions for signage 
and lighting have been 
incorporated into the design.  
The next steps are to solicit 
donations of materials and funds, 
so be on the lookout for notice of 

ways you can contribute.  And, look for the display of 
our plans in the Main Office Lobby's glass cases (just 
south of the front door). 
 
The Student Landscape Committee held another 
great meeting during lunchtime February 9th.  
Discussions centered around the north side 
improvement project, murals on the loading-dock 
dumpsters, the April tree planting and other upcoming 
events.  The students thought of good ideas on all 
topics.  Future meetings will be held during 
lunchtime (11:30-12:15) in the Community Room on 
the 2nd Monday of the month. 
�
The IB Welcome Fest is coming right up on March 
10th and we're looking for interested students to help 
staff our table.  Participating students qualify for free 
pizza before the event.  Contact Jennifer Janes at 
jjanes@ecentral.com if you plan on being there. 
�
The next GW work "day"  (only 2 hours long) will 
be held Saturday, March 14.  Since the time is so 
short, we can really use lots of pairs of hands to get the 
work done!   Come out and get to know the grounds 
(and wear work gloves if you have them). 

�
That sound you've been hearing when you visit GW 
during a school day may just have been a chainsaw, 
doing some much-needed pruning of the campus' 
established trees.  DPS Facilities' Mike Fox and crew 
spent day after day improving the health of the trees 
identified by Landscape Committee members Lee Ann 
Huntington and Anita Rickli.  Thanks to all. 
�
The Second Annual GW Tree Planting has been 
set for April 17 & 18, 2009.  Plan to join us for this 
fun, community-building and -beautifying couple of 
days.   
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IB Theatre, Improv Troupe and 
Tapas Theatre 

A portion of the IB Theatre class is presenting “No 
Exit”  March 5th at 7:00pm.  This show is the 
performance aspect of their Individual 
Performance Portfolio, one of their Internal 
Assessments. 
 
(Panda)monium Improv troupe performance 
March 6th at 7:00pm.  The show is free, in the 
auditorium and will last about an hour. 
 
Tapas Theatre, the spring counterpart of Drama 
Club’s fall Dessert Theatre, is March 13th at 
7:00pm.  The show is $3 at the door, tapas 
included. 
�
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2009 SENIOR BRUNCH 
Sunday, May 3, 2009 

11AM-1:00PM 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
for this 

wonderful  IB tradition! 
 
PHOTOS NEEDED  
 

The IB Senior Brunch will be held in the 
Driscoll Event Center at the University of 
Denver.  Watch for your invitation, 
arriving this month, with additional details.  
 
 The planning Committee is asking for a 
baby picture, a current picture, and an 
activity picture from every senior by 
March 12th. Any other photos that include 
groups of current seniors would also be 
appreciated.   
 
Digital or print formats are acceptable.  

Digital pictures may be sent to: 
Harry Newman at 

watneydog@comcast.net 
or drop prints  off in the IB Office. 

Attention Senior Class of 2009 
 

 
 
 
Do you have fines or fees to pay?  You may pay by 
check until Friday, March 20th.  After that date 
you must pay by cash, and all payments are due by 
Friday, May 15th.  You may bring payment along 
with student ID to the Treasurer’s office or you 
can use Infinite Campus to pay online.   
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Standardized Test    2008-2009  Registration  Late ( addl. fee) 
      Test Date    Deadline  Registration 
    
SAT only     March 14  passed   passed 
ACT with writing option   April 4    February 27  March 13 
ACT without writing (all CO juniors)  April 22  N/A – Registration is free, through GW 
SAT & Subject Tests    May 2    March 31  April 9 
SAT & Subject Tests    June 6   May 5   May 15 
ACT with writing option   June 13  May 8   May 22 
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Speech and Debate Takes Honors 
�
GW Speech and Debate students had a great showing at the DPS tournament held on February 7 at North 
High School.  The following students made it to finals and placed as follows: Cross Exam - 1st place Matt 
Symonds and Christina Criswell and 6th place Jamie Tran and Max Wood; Congress - Outstanding 
Speaker Nate Neligh; National Exempt - 1st place Brendan Patrick; Duo Interpretation - 2nd place Kara 
Klepinger and Julia Sigman; Public Forum - 1st place Gabe Neslin and Lawson Williams, 2nd place 
Gabe Rusk and Madi Pluss and 5th place Josh Carson and Clara Troyer; Original Oratory - 4th place 
Angie Neslin, 5th place Madeline Hughes and 6th place Alexander Wollins.   
 
The GW Speech and Debate team also hosted the Cherry Tree Chop at GW on January 17.  Over 350 
students from all over the state participated in the tournament and under the direction of GW speech and 
debate teacher, Mary Rose Kohan, the tournament was a huge success.  GW students placing at the Chop 
were: Cross Exam - 6th place Madeline Czufin and Chase Kernan; Public Forum - 2nd place Madi Pluss 
and Gabe Rusk; National Exempt - 4th place Dan Morgan Russell; Original Oratory - 2nd place Angie 
Neslin. 

 

 

Ten National Merit Finalists at GWIB 
 

Ten GWIB seniors have qualified as Finalists in the 2009 National Merit Scholarship competition. Of the 
1.4 million college-bound students who take the PSAT/NMSQT in October of their junior year, 
approximately 1% achieve Finalist status. 

Our finalists are: Skylar Elisberg, Joanna Foote, Emilie Josephs, Peter Lewis, Sean Manton, Donald 
Mares, Kyle Smith, Hanna Toribara, Randy Waymire, and Madeline Wolberg.
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The IB Parent Association Board continues its monthly 
meetings and ongoing committee work, in support of 
the IB program and its students.  Here is a brief update 
of recent and upcoming activities. 
 
·  Over 65 parents and students packed the Library for 

our February IB Parent meeting featuring a panel 
discussion on potential pitfalls and temptations our 
students face.  We had the honor of interacting with 
a lively, knowledgeable, and very experienced 
group of professionals: retired Denver Juvenile 
Judge Dana Wakefield, former Douglas County 
Juvenile Prosecutor Pam Wakefield, and GW 
school psychologist Sara Hartman.  The meeting 
could have gone on for hours, as there were so 
many questions in response to all the information 
that was presented!  The Parent Board is very 
pleased to be able to offer these kinds of meetings 
to parents.  Many thanks to the Wakefield’s and to 
Sara Hartman. 

 
·  Additional volunteer opportunities are coming 

soon.  Ms. Geimer will need 30 parents to proctor 
exams May 4-22.  This is a good way for parents, 
especially freshman and sophomore parents, to 
learn the IB exam process.  Also in May (date 
TBA) is Freshmen Orientation, for which we will 
need 15-20 parents to ensure the evening goes 
smoothly and to welcome new parents.   

 
·  IB Parents Association dues update:   The Board 

must sound like a broken record as we repeatedly 
ask for dues!  We are requesting a donation of 
$40 from every family.  A special thank you goes 
out to the 180 families who have contributed at this 
“dues” level and above for the 2008-2009 school 
year.  All checks are happily accepted.  Please mail 
your tax-deductible donation, payable to Friends of 
IB Scholars Foundation, to Janice Thomas, 
Treasurer, 1634 Leyden Street, Denver 80224.  We 
will publish a list of donors in the April 
Broadcaster.  

 
·  Our budget items are listed at the bottom of the 

page.  The largest portion goes to teacher 
appreciation.  IB parents, with matching support 
from Mr. Goldstein and the Patriot Parents 
Volunteers, sponsor four teacher appreciation 

events each year.  All of this responsibility falls on 
April Pluss, so please give her a call if you are 
willing to sponsor the staff in the upcoming 
months.  Individual families sponsor monthly IB 
teacher appreciation activities.  We also give IB 
teachers $100 in the fall and $100 in December.  
We love our staff and it is difficult to find a way to 
show them how much we care, but this appears to 
be working well. 

 

·  The next largest budget item is Broadcaster 
mailings.  We continue to mail hard copies, due to 
overwhelming demand, but we are slowly 
decreasing this cost as more parents are choosing to 
receive their issues by email.  Just go to 
www.georgeib.com  and click on the lower right 
box to subscribe to email delivery.   

 

·  We also budget money each year toward a big-
ticket item.  Each year, for the last 4 years, we have 
set aside $2500 to be used for the Auditorium 
sound system upgrade.  The IB Parent Association, 
GW Alumni, and Principal Goldstein each 
contributed one-third of the cost of the system that 
was installed last year.   

 

Please email Co-Presidents Debi Roads at 
dardenver@aol.com or Kristi Butkovich at 
kbutkovich@comcast.net with any questions or 
concerns.   
 
~ Debra Roads & Krisi Butkovich, IB Parent 
Association Co -Presidents  
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CAS Committee Spring Activities   
 
The CAS Committee is attending to several key activities slated for the spring.  The Senior portfolio deadline was 
March 2, 2009 and now volunteers will be reviewing them, making sure all required forms are signed, all essays have 
been completed, and the portfolios are ready.  Once approved, peer interviews will be scheduled March 16-20, 2009.  
All seniors must participate in order to receive the IB diploma.   
 
We are also awarding two (2) $500 CAS Service Scholarships in May.  Seniors may self-nominate, or be 
nominated by a teacher, peer or parent.  Helping with the senior peer interview and portfolios will be a great start in 
determining who is worthy of nomination.  Any student interested in self-nomination should send an essay to the CAS 
Committee outlining why s/he fees s/he should be awarded the scholarship.   
 
Our Freshman Service Day is scheduled for Earth Day, April 22, 2009.  It promises to be a day filled with fun, 
activity and environmental service toward others.  We are hoping to work with Denver Parks and Rec. again this year, 
planting trees and shrubs, clearing weeds and helping with other restoration efforts.  Detailed information will be sent 
to freshmen and their parents.  However, we need many volunteers to make this day happen.  Parents are needed 
to accompany the group (Denver Parks and Rec. requires 1 (one) adult per every 10 students), arrange for 
transportation (we will hire private buses) or arrange for lunches for all students and volunteers.  We have done this 
for several years, so we can help steer you in the right direction, and past volunteers have found the time worthwhile, 
and even fun!  PLEASE send Gail Sigman an email with your contact information if you can help us on that day. 
 
Sophomores will meet on April 16, 2009 in the auditorium to learn about the CAS program, its requirements, and 
how they can get started this summer.  This is another area where we really need some help!  Parents are needed to 
assemble information packets and arrange for a light breakfast.  Parents are also invited to this meeting to learn more 
about this required component of the IB Diploma. 
 
Juniors will meet on May 4, 2009 at 3:00 pm, to answer any remaining questions about the requirements of the 
essays and activity hours. The first essay and completed activity sheets totaling 75 of the required 150 hours need to 
be turned into the IB office on or before May 22, 2009. 
 
This is a great time to learn about and get involved in CAS.  We need new parents to join 
the committee next year.  Please plan to help with one or more of these activities as a way 
to be engaged and learn about this critical component of the IB program.  
 

For more information, or to volunteer for one or more of these activities, please contact 
 Gail Sigman, gailsigman@comcast.net,  303-388-1118  

or 
Janice Thomas, janicekempthomas@yahoo.com,  303- 757-1624 
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THE IB COUNSELING AND COLLEGE CORNER  
 

COLLEGE PREP TO-DO LISTS FOR MARCH 
�
��@�7=����
1. Complete any last financial aid application requirements. 
2. Look for the rest of your application results to arrive between now and April 1. 
3. Consider making “admitted student” visits, without missing school. 
4. Compare financial aid packages.  www.collegeboard.com (among others) has helpful tools. 
5. Keep looking for private scholarships. 
6. Thank Mrs. Geimer, Ms. Lane, and the teachers who helped you apply. 
7. If you reach a college decision, inform Mrs. Geimer and Ms. Lane – e-mail is good. 
8. If you’ve decided on a public college, follow procedures for housing.  Don’t delay. 
9. Go to every class, every day, and keep up with assignments, IAs, and exam prep. 
10. Complete your CAS portfolio and interview  

 
:A@�7=�� ���
1. Attend a college application training session with Mrs. Geimer and Ms. Lane – dates and times TBA.  This will 

REALLY help you come next fall – DON’T MISS OUT! 
2. Decide which teachers you will ask to write your letters of recommendation.   
3. Plan your summer.  Some great and free programs (e.g., Carnegie Mellon, Carleton, Clark) have March 1 

application deadlines.  CC and DU also have some good, free offerings.  Explore.  Think CAS (and get 
signatures).  Include some college visits, perhaps. 

4. Continue to research colleges and develop your realistic list of schools. 
5. Continue to use Mr. Franklin to help with #3. 
6. Visit colleges over Spring Break, if that fits for you, to see professors and students in action. 
7. Register for standardized tests that are required at schools on your list – ACT if you need it with writing, SAT, 

Subject Tests.  June test dates are the last ones until October. 
8. Prepare for SAT/ACT, either on your own (books, practice tests) or through a program such as College 

Direction.  You may be able to take a free practice SAT on March 14; see www.princetonreview.com, under 
“find course”, then “free events.” 

9. Put the DU College Fair on your calendar, April 26, 1-4 PM, Ritchie Center.  See www.rmacac.org for list of 
participating colleges. 

10. Put April 22 on your calendar for in-school, free, state-mandated ACT (without writing) testing.  ANOTHER 
DO-NOT-MISS EVENT! 

 
�71B7�7=��� �
1. Review your ACT PLAN (distributed on Feb. 23) with your parents, and contact your GW Counselor (Ms. Vigil 

or Ms. Smith) for additional help interpreting the results. 
2. Plan your summer!  It’s a great time to accomplish CAS goals that don’t fit into your school year routine.  

(Remember to get your supervisor(s) to sign your CAS form!)  Do something fun, something that you care 
about, something that will help you learn more about yourself.  You might even visit a college or two. 

3. See Juniors’ #9.  Actually, check out the whole to-do list, just to see what’s in your future.  Let yourself dream! 
 
%=��B��@��
1. Check out what the older students are doing, and start putting yourself in their shoes.  It’s coming sooner than 

you think. 
 
Make plans for your summer that involve something a little more substantial than 
working on your tan, your gaming skills, and/or your social life – not that those aren’t 
important . . . 
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Contact Information 
2008-2009 IB Parents Association Board of Directors 

 
President Debi Roads , 303-399-8801, dardenver@aol.com  
Vice President Kristi Butkovich 303-829-4414, kbutkovich@comcast.net 
Secretary Leslie Lilly,  snillow @comcast.net 
Treasurer Janice Thomas, 303-757-1624, janicekempthomas@yahoo.com 
Broadcaster Editor Laura Whalen, 720-490-1283, lewhalen@gmail.com 
Senior Brunch Chair Dave Marsh, dave@bellabasil.com 
Student Directory Chair Laura Whalen,  720-490-1283, lewhalen@gmail.com 
CAS Chair Gail Sigman , 303-388-1118, gailsigman@comcast.net 
Public Relations and Web site Kelly Morrison , 303-393-8604, kelly@upstartpub.com 
Teacher Appreciation-Chair April Pluss, 303 322 9922, aprilpluss@yahoo.com 
IB Ambassadors Chair Cora Neslin, 303-372-7238, dcnesl@comcast.net  
Welcome Fest Co-Chairs Pam Wakefield, 303-753-1688, pamwakefield@msn.com 
 Linda Williams , 303-752-2477 
Picnic Chair Terry Brandl , 303-333-7018, stainedglassbear@yahoo.com 
College Counseling Chair      Linda During , 303-694-9266, lmd329@juno.com 
Alumni Representative Pam Troyer, ptroyer1@mscd.edu  
Distinguished Teacher Chair Tom Waymire, trwaymire@aol.com 
Friends of IB Foundation President  Tom Zeiler,  tomezeiler@msn.com 
Friends of IB Foundation Secretary Mary Jo Minogue , minogue4@yahoo.com 
Community Landscape Committee Jennifer Janes , jjanes@ecentral.com, Lee Ann Huntington , 

leeannh@earthlink.net and Martha Tucker , rtucker@frii.com 
CSC Representative  Jerry Anderson  
 
IB Office Suzanne Geimer, 720-423-8626,  Suzanne_Geimer@dpsk12.org 
 Marjorie Lane, 720-423-8673,  Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org 
   

George Washington HS 720-423-8600 
 

 

 
�
Denver Public Schools 
900 Grant Street 
Denver, CO  80203 
�������������������������
��������	�
����

��������
��������������	�����
�����������	�������
������ �!"�#$%%&�
'%$�&%(�#�$$�
�������
��)
�*%���� �
 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
 

U.S. POSTAGE 
 

PAID 
 

PERMIT 46 
 

DENVER, COLORADO 


